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On Testing:

How can we evaluate students from another program?

How can we evaluate other programs? How can we evaluate new methodologies?
How can we evaluate language skills of PhDs coming to teach?

Considerations for test building:

Objective. An objective test may be graded by anyone or a machine. The most common
type of objective test employs multiple choice answers.

/Measurable. Questions need to be tested and the results rated so that a numerical scalar output is
produced. For example, if a scale of 1 to 100 were used, or 1 to 6000, the results should produce a
number for that scale.

/Comparable. A test that objectively produces numbers will be internally comparable. In addition,
it may be fine-tuned to correspond to various typical achievement levels per classroom hour of
study.

Theory Neutral. A test of language skills should be as theory neutral as possible. The object s to test
comprehension of actual Biblical Hebrew and not to test the metalanguage of how someone talks about the language: Future /
imperfect / 7°ny / prefixing tense-aspect. (Hebrew is demonstrably not a ‘pure aspect’ system, despite most beginning textbooks.)

in Hebrew. The test should not favor speakers of a particular language other than Hebrew. For
example, translation into another language is a can of worms that usually teaches poor translation
skills and takes students out of Hebrew into a complex bi-lingual interface.

Natural, Communicative Language. A test should aim to test and include natural language use,
language for meaning, rather than language for analysis only.

Such tests do not exist for Biblical Hebrew. Existing tests are far from this. Most are not even moving
in the right direction. One of the biggest services that could be provided to the scholarly world is a
test that would truly measure progress of language learning. Different programs could be objectively
measured and evaluated, and professors and grad students would be encouraged to progress, not tp
atrophy at verifiably low language levels.

Something like Educational Testing Service tests could be produced for biblical Hebrew (with their
200-800 point scale), but there are some special problems that will be seen below. The main problem
is that BH is a relatively small, closed corpus. One of the features of reading exams is the test of an
ability to read several paragraphs of text and extract information from the material. This is neutralized
for students of BH because most of the students have already read all of the texts in translation. The
test material is not new. Many of the prose texts may be answerable from general backgorund
knowledge of the literature and not from actually reading the test text.

Fortunately, there is another way to test basic internalization of a language. Stephen Krashen reports
that there is a strong corelation between the vocabulary levels and internalization of a language. This
means that we can set up vocabulary level tests and get a fairly good reading on language skills.

The handout will present several ways in which these tests can be constructed. Caveat! 129 112" Not
all examples below equally meet some of the goals of an optimum test!



2 Buth, Hebrew testing

Here are some Hebrew-Hebrew questions with the vocabulary restricted to the 500 most common
words in BH. Questions 1-4 focus on vocabulary, 5-10 test morphology/syntax. (Glosses for an
interested English observer, not for the test-taker.)
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" evening __ morning one day"
"a. it was, 3fs"
"b. it was, 3ms"
"c. they will be"
"d. it will be, 3fs"
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" Noomi from the plain of Moab"
"a. she remained"
"b. she will dwell"
"c. she returned"
"d. she dwelt"
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"and a bull and for peace sacrifices"-
"a. donkey"
"b. ram"
"c. camel"
"d. hero"
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" the man, 'here I am""
"a. he said, 3ms"
"b. I said"
"c. they said 3mp"
"d. she said"
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1000 level vocab, answers in Eng.
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will bless  .R

will lead .2
will bring back
will make cry .7

NN 57 77V IR 7NN WK 117 2
P 29T, R
W3Ry 2
ningy , 071y ,07» A
DYYN DVIR T

D27 780 DY1ART nn

sons .R

houses .2

wide places .3

stones T
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lost .R

forced .2

summoned .}
shouted at .7
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and the sun  .R
and his death .2
and his arrow 2
and his anger .7
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luxurious house  .R

power .1
altar .
army .Y
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the remainder  .R
the spies .2
the enemy .3
the leaders .7
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and there was no viper  .R
and I will not shout .2
and there was no venom .}
and I will not be angry .7
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give water! R

plant! .2
make good! .3
turn around! .7
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with R

if .2

mother 2

in order that .7
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for wild animals R
to create .2
to make alive A
to sin T
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didn't hurt R
didn't dispossess .2
didn'ttell
didn'thelp .7
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its owner  .R
upon him .2
with a lance ]

his cattle .7
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unclean  .R

apriest .2
clean ]
arelative .7
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dead bodies  .R
flutes .2
singers .
like sand .7
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consecrated  .R
scattered .2
supported .3
killed .7
niaony "7 v
givetome .R =9
belong tome .2 =Y
for the sake of me .3 =9
againstme .7 =

npana ony 1232

he established .R
he looked at .2
he is gazingat .3
he ripped apart .3
Y80 Ny DY) nxy
will buildup R
will survey .2
will travel throughout .3
will take possession .7

N

.10
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Vocab at 1000 level, answers in Hebrew, at 2000 level, answers in English

2aP1 RY yipmyy 1
will not accept  .X
will not perform .2
will not complain .3
will not follow .7
OO0 apr npy - 2
divides .X
travels .2
harvests .3
plants trees .7
mya? wan DY) 3
an inheritance .X

atrap,net .2
evil .
abare hill .7
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foundation .X
cornerstone .2
spring .3
poison .7
PY-52-R TTY Ry 5
pestilence .X
early rain .2
arobber .3
ng mothera nursi .7
NPTSR M TN 6
his grandfather .
his innocence .2
his elder .2
his beard .7

Vocab at 3000 level, answers in Hebrew
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Morphology Syntax/word order
npyr .2 PIXD TY T2 RIP1MR
What is the verb pattern? 12220 NN NInrY NNMp

Op) Fy-ov9 R 791 LaYNI 1I7Y
Op) Syar--Hya A 7R3 INIR NN ?2170NN NN .
oya) 2 179N VR YN RN IR D R
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:1YI9 N2 NYRD NPM
What is the verb pattern? 17320 R (NPM)
oya yooye Op
oyann oya/ove Op
ooie wo/oYa Sp
5999 oyo/oya Yp
ohienn s Yp
oyan oyoy
ovan wa
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Syntax/Reading Comprehension

IWIY 720 H9INR M2 NN
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What is the chronological order, a, b, c,ord ? 27 IR ,2 ,1 ,R ,’)1'71]1"“7:1 9700 NN .1

NNYN WYY L.ANYHITI TR
AIYHITI NR LLPVI PIITAY 12 IR
LYV PITITIN 12 NN
DTV PRYA ANNHYN ..YVYI PILI1DTY 1D NN
NNYN VY ...ANYHITI PR
YWY PIITIN 12 NN
IIYYITI NR YYD YI2 1TV 19 INNY
DYTVN PRYA NNNYN 19IY 19 INRY
YT NR 1TIY ..HVI YI2
YV PIITIN 12 NN
NN ... ANYYITI PR VY 19 NN
DYTYVN PRYI NNNYN WYI PI219IY 19 7NN
DTVN PRYA NNNYN 199 .YV Y2 -
INYYITI OR LWPIY YI2ITAY 12 INNR)
LYV PITITIN 12 NN
NNYN VY ... ANYHITI IR 19 INRY

[assuming"all these" are the kings of the Dead Sea MYNN-0’ 729N ="nYR H5” DR]
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